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or (since a conflict with Serbia alone does not give rise to
the ccwus foederis] keep her strictly neutral. Italy has the
right, according to her agreements with Austria, in case of
any change in the,Balkans in favor of the Dual Monarchy^
to claim compensations." 41 Thus'Szogyeny's assertion that
Bethmann agreed that Italy should not be informed before-
hand of an eventual action against Serbia is directly con-
trary to the whole tenor of German policy. It even seems
to be contradicted by Szogyeny's own words at the end of
his despatch, that Bethmann "warned us most energetically
against any plans which might endanger our relations with
Italy." Nothing would be more calculated to do this, as the
event proved, than the presenting Italy with a fait accompli
of which she had been told nothing by her ally. Hoyos,
however, in the course of reckless conversation with
Zimmermann, seems to have indicated Berchtold's intention
of keeping Italy in the dark, and secured Zimmermann's
assent, and so stated later in Vienna.42 But it is doubtful
•whether the Kaiser or Bethmann gave any such assent. If
•such is the case, and if Szogyeny attributed to Bethmann a
concession made only by Zimmermann, this would be one
of the instances in which Szogyeny did not report quite
accurately, and exerted an influence in the direction of en-
couraging Austria in her reckless policy.43
41 Jagow to Tschirschky, July 15; K.D., 46. For Germany's repeated
attempts to persuade Austria to come to a seasonable and reasonable
understand^ with Italy, see K.D., 57, 68, 87, 89, 94, 104, 119, 150, 202, 212,
244, 267, 269, 287, 326, 396, 573, 577.
42Stolberg to Jagow, July 18, K.D., 87; and Berchtold's statement to
Tschirschky, July 20 (Journal No. 3425; A.R.B., I, 35): "I cannot make
up my mind to, enter at present into an exchange of views with the
Italian Government concerning our action, a point moreover which was
discussed between Hoyos and Zimmermann at Berlin."
43 For other instances, c/. Gooss, pp. 31, note 1, 173 ff., 235 ff., 248,
note 3, and 253, note 2; and below ch. ix, at notes 33-36.

